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PROVERBS. * 1 


When the Scorner is puniſhed, the Simple i % 
made wiſe: and when theWiſe is inſtru- 
dted, he receiveth Wer 5 


HE adv: attending the 
Practice of Virtue, both to private 
„ Perſons, and to publick Societies, 
and the contrary Miſchiets follow- | 
f ing from vicious Actions, are ſo 
ſenſible, that in all Ages there have been 
_ thoſe who, according to their 3610 and 
"ow | "a. Abilities, 
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4 - 4 Sermon preached to the Societies 
Abilities, have endeavoured to promote eve- 
ry thing virtuous, and to diſcountenance and 
prevent that general/Corruption of Manners, 
o mgch prevailing, and fo juſtly complained 
of, at alF Times, Nor were their Views in 
reforming Mankind bounded by barely hin- 


19 


dering what Hurt might'ariſe tô themſelves, 
or the Publick, by the Wickedneſs of others; 
but were extended to procure a rational and 
wife Behaviour, to the great Eaſe and Com- 
fert of their Minds whom they reformed. 
As ſome of theſe were the Founders of Go ver- 
nours of great and wiſe States, they endea- 
voured, by wholefome and prudent Laws, to 
direct Mankind, to what was proper to be 
done, and by ſuitable Penalties to deter them 
from what was amiſs. Whilſt thoſe in pri- 
vate Stations labour'd to advance the fame 
End, by, removing thoſe Clouds; of Dark- 
"neſs and Ignorance that then overſpred the 
World, and by teaching Men what was wiſe 
and decent, and of common Advantage. In 
Men acted by the meer Light of Nature, 
and whoſe Thoughts hardly went farther 
than this Life, it ſhew'd a generous Con- 
cern for others, thus to labour to make them 
happy, by making them wiſe and good. 
But we Chriſtians, who know that there is 
an immortal State remaining for us all when 
i this Life is ended, have ſtill higher Motives 
j ro ſtudy the Amending the Lives of others, 
as they are by their good or bad Conduct 
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e wh) determine their everlaſting Fate 
To, as many. then as are heartily, 4 
to promote both the temporal Advantage and 
eternal Salvation of their Neighbours, by 
bringing them to lead virtuous Lives, it cannot 
be an improper Employment to enquire, by . 
what Methods Mankind are moſt likely t 
reſorm'd, and brought to the Practice of Vir- \ 
tue. And theſe ſeem to be Two, In 3 
and Puniſhment; the firſt directly tending to 
it, by ſhewing Me the Lovelyneſs, Reputa- 
tion, and Advantage of being Virtuous, and 
wherein their Dufy conſiſts, together with 
the Deformity, candal, and ruinous Conſe- 
quences of Vice, and what things are vicious: 
whilſt Puniſhment does the farhe indirectly, 
deterring them, ſor ſear of Suffering, from do- 
ing ill, and thereby gradually diſpoſing them. 
to learn to do well. And both theſe Ways, 
the wiſe Man takes notice of in my Text. 
| When the Scorner is puniſhed, the Simple is made 
wiſe: and when the N. e is en ber receiv- 


eth Koenledge- Es 


For our Improvement from which Words, 
I * take occaſion to obſerve, 


I, The. three 3 1 . into Gbichl 
the wiſe Man may be ſuppoſed here to 
divide Mankind: The Scorners, the Sim- 
ple, and the Wife. 2 

1 I. The 
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II. The a, tho? 1 Method of 

bringing the Simple to Wiſdom, by pu- 
niſhing the Scorner: When the Scorner is 
bull, the een 7s yo Wiſe. 


ur. The more c be aN gentle way of or- 
Proving the Wiſe, 7:2. iatroftion: When 
the Wife 75 N * receiverh 4882 
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And Erft, of t the ee ots of b. Pate; * 
into which the wife Man may be ſuppoſed 
here to divide Mankind : The eren rae 
Simple, and the Wiſe, WES 

Solomon uſually conſiders Wiſdom and Folly” 
as they relate ro the Practice of Religion and 
Virtue; ſince Religion is truly the greateſt 
and moſt ſerviceable Piece of Wiſdom, and 
Vice and Impiety are the worſt and moſt per- 
nicious fort of Folly. Now if we take a View” 
of Mankind as to the regard they have, or 
ought to have to Religion, we ſhall find ſome 
of them caring for it, and buſying themſelves 

a bout it, and cheſe are the wiſe Men with 
Solomon; there are others that neglect it, out 
of meer Careleſneſs and Ignorance, and theſe 
are his ſimple ones; and there is a third Sort, 
who hate and deſpiſe all Religion, and theſe 
are the Scorners. And to one of theſe three 
Claſſes do all rhe Children of Men belong, 
ſince my all either eder to be Religi- 

ous; 
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eus, or "diſregard it; and theſe: either do it 
for want of Knowing its Nature and E 
lency, or out of an Averſion to it; and it 


are reducible to Solomon's wiſe Men, ſimple ones, 
err ir ago} 


or Scor ners. 


The Scorner then with him, is one who is a pro- 


feſt and declared Enemy to Religion and Virtue. 


And Men become thus, ſometimes by having 
been by a wrong Education, or unhappy: Con- 
verſation, principled againſt all Religion, and 


taught to look on it as an Impoſture, contri- 
ved. to keep weak Perſons in order; but 
moſt generally it is in conſequence of their 
being habitual and hard ened Sinners, and 
fo far in Subjection to their Luſts, that they 
reſolve not to part with them; and this diſ- 
poſes them to hate the Precepts of Religion, 
that command them to abandon their Vi- 
ces, and to be ready to cloſe with any Noti- 
ons that undermine Religion, and skreen them 
fram its Tbreatning gs 
And as the generality of the World, how 
weak ſoever its Influence may be on their 


Lives, believe ſomewhat of Religion, the Per- 


fons we are ſpeaking of value themſelves up- 
on the Singularity of their Opinions, as Men 
diſtinguiſſid from the common Herd, and by 
degrees come to laugh at all Diſtinctions of 


Good and Evil, as the arbitrary Inventions of 


Governours; and all future Account to be 
given of our Actions, as a ſcare-crow, to keep 
in order the ſilly Multitude. And thus from 
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hating Religion, come to deſpiſe and deride 
its great Truths, as ha ving no Foundation in 
| {ſolid Reaſon. A a 41 +4 K 1 131 | 
: The next Claſs taken notice of by the wiſe 
1 Man, are the Simple ones. Now theſe are, 
| ſuch as never were .rightly inſtructed in the 
| Principles of Religion, and the Concern eve- 
1 ry Man has ſo to live as to obtain the Favour 
o God, boch in this Life and the next; or elſe 
they are ſuch, as whatever Inſtructions they 
may have receiv'd, have never fo us'd their 

Knowledge as to be guided by it, hut ſuffer 

themſelves to be led away hy the prevailing 

Cuſtoms of the World, and the common Run 

of Temptations that fall in their Way, with- 

out much reflecting on what may be the Con- 

ſequences of their Actions. And thus, either 

not examining the State of their Souls, and 

the nature of their Actions, or elſe thinking 

they are as Virtuous, and ſhall fare as well as 
their Neighbours, they go on without much 
uneaſineſs in their Mind; and ſo by not 

knowing what Religion teaches, and princi 
pally aims at, which is the making Men bet- . | 

ter, or by not conſidering it, they enjoy ſo 

much quiet in their looſe way of believing it, 

as not to be tempted to ſhake off a Faith that 

ſits ſo eaſie on them. And to this Claſs do 

the greateſt Part of Mankind belong, believ- 

ing indeed ſomewhat of Religion, but taking 
that little Care to be duly inſtructed in it, 

or to meditate on its Doctrines, as to be NE | 
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tle the better for aſſenting to them: and 


continuing in a Courſe of Sin, more out of 


Frailty and a conftant Thoughtleſneſs, than 
any ſettled Disbelief or Contempt of Religion. 
The Third Sett mentioned by Solomon, are 
the Wiſe. By which he. does not mean the 


perfectly wiſe and virtuous ; for where are 


ſuch to be met with? but a lower Degree, 
ſuch as were capable of increaſing Knowledge, 
and amending by Reproof and Inſtruction. 
He muſt therefore underſtand ſuch as were 


1 well principled in Religion, that 


new ſo much of the great conſequence it is 


to all Men to be religious, as ſincerely to en- 


dea vour to beſo; and that were ſo ſenſible 
of their own Weakneſs and Ignorance, as to 
be ready to receive the kind Informations 
and Admonitions of others. They were ſuch 


as knew the Value of Wiſdom too well, to re- 
ject Truth becauſe it did not ſuit with their 


old Notions, or imply'd their having been 


formerly ignorant of it; and were too honeſt- 
ly bent upon the Practice of Virtue, to refuſe 


any Aſſiſtance to it they could obtain either 
from the Examples or Diſcourſes of their 


Neighbours: much leſs were they enclin'd to 


exalt their ſhallow Reaſon above the Dictates 


of Divine Revelation. But the greateſt Uſe 


they thought they could make of their preſent 


Attainments in Wiſdom and Virtue was, by 


them to be ſtill making greater Advances. 
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And under ahis Claſs can none be reduced. 
but ſuch as have a due and earneſt Concern 
1555 the nn Salvation of. their Souls. 


1 come now to the Second Glikreadion made 
on the Text, the rough, tho' neceſſary Me- 
thod of bringing the Simple to Wiſdom, by 
Puniſhing the Scorner : Whez the, Sconner 1 
puniſhed, the Simple #5 made wiſe. 1 

All Governments are ſufficiently ſenſible of 
the N eceſſity of Puniſhments to enforce Obe- 
dience; and that the directing part of the 
Law would be of very little uſe, if it were 
not for the Sanction annex'd to it. The pre- 
ſent Gratification of a Paſſion, or the imme- 
diate Profit ariſing from an act of Injuſtice, 
would tempt moſt Men to deſpiſe: a Law 
that only inform'd them they muſt curb their 
Paſſions, and deal juſtly with their Neigh- 
bours, without threatning them likewiſe with 
a greater Suffering for Tranſgreſſing the Law, 
than the Profit or Pleaſure attending the com- 
plying with their unruly Deſires. And as no 
Government can ſubſiſt without Laws direct- 
ing and terriſying Men to their Duty; ſo nei- 
ther can the Authority of Laws be preſerv'd, 
where, as Occaſion requires, thoſe Laws are 
not put in Execution on ſuch as offend againſt 
them. And ſtill as any Vice forbidden by the 
Laws ſpreads the more, Prudence requires 
that the more frequent and more ſevere Ex- 
amples ſhould be made of ſuch Tranſgreſſors, 
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to ſtop the growing Evil. And it is of the 
Law, whether of God or Men, as it is thus 
attended with Penal Sanctions, that the A- 
poſtle obſerves, 1 Tim. i. 9. That the Lam 1 
not mad for à righteous Man, but for 'the'Lawleff 
and Diſobedient, for the Unpodly, and for Sin- 
ners: Its directing pat is enough for the 
Righteous, who only Wand to know what he 
is to do; but its Threats are deſign'd to keep 
in Order the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, and 
either fright” them from Offending, or at leaſt 
by their Puniſhment keep leſſer Sinners in 
Awe. But now, if it be neceſſary ſome 
ſhould be puniſh'd, to ſupport the Authority 
of the. Laws, and keep Mankind in ſome Or- 
der, who can better be pitch'd upon, to ſtrike 
a Terror into others, than the corner? 
As he is an Enemy to Religion, he is ſo 
likewiſe to Civil Governments, undermining 
their ſureſt Foundation, which is, that tis 
the Will of God they ſhould be eſtabliſh'd, 
and that Obedience ought to be paid to them 
out of Obedience to the Commands of God. 
As he is one reſolutely bent on purſuing his 
Luſts, he is at the Head of other Sinners, a 
great part of whom offend through Ignorance, 
or are ſurpriz'd by the Violence of a Tem- 
ptation, and often ſnew that Fear of the Pu- 
niſhment they have deſerv'd, and that Shame 
for what they have done, that even whilſt 
they offend, they almoſt deter others from 
following their bad Example. But the Scor- 
ES ner 
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ner tranſgreſſes with that Boldneſs and Impy- 
dence, as to ſhew a Contempt, not only of 
Virtue, but of the Laws enforcing it, and an 
Opinion that they are only calculated to keep 
in Awe the Weak and Fooliſh; and thereby 
both invites and encourages others to run to 
the ſame Exceſs of Wickedneſs with himſelf. 
Now, againſt one who thus ſets himſelf at the 
Head of other Sinners, and emboldens them 
to fin, and who, as it were, bids defiance to 
all Law, it is proper the Authority of the 
Laws ſhould he exerted, that both he and o- 
thers may, by his Puniſhment, be convinc'd, 
that there is a Power ſupetiour to his Cun- 
ning and Force, able to confound his Bold 
neſs, and puniſh his Perverſeneſs. And tho? 
his ſettled ill Principles, and the Root his evil 
Habits have taken in his Mind, leave but 
ſmall hopes that he will be much amended 
himſelf; yet Solomon obſerves, that when the 
Scorner is puniſhed, the Simple is made wiſe. 
The Simple, we have ſeen, are thoſe who 
ſin chiefly thro' Thoughtleſneſs or Ignorance ; 
and the Puniſhments that light on daring Sin- 
ners, are very apt to correct theſe, and bring 
them to true Wiſdom. Such an one, by the 
* Miſchiefs he obſerves others ſuffer for their 
Wickedneſs, ſees experimentally, without the 
trouble of Reaſoning, and long Deduction of 
Arguments, the Folly and ill Conſequences 
of Vice, and the Wiſdom and Advantages of 
Virtue; that the former, tho' the preſent 
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Commiſſion of it may pleaſe, yet carries a 
Sting along with it, and at laſt brings a Man 
to Shame'and Puniſhment; whilſt- the latter, 
tho? at firſt attended with Difficulties, yet af- 
fords a Man Eſteem, and Security in the End. 
And poſſibly, what keeps up thoſe right No- 


tions of moſt Vices and Virtues in the ; 


World, among the unthinking Part of Mans: 
kind, is, that they obſerve all Laws pu- 
niſhing vicious Actions, and applauding good 
ONES, | 5 1 6 | | | „ 
And another Occaſion of the Simple grow- 
ing wiſe from ſeeing the Puniſhment of others 
is, that they can ſcarce help reflecting, that 
they themſelves, if they take no more thought 
of their Ways, may, in ſome time, be betrayꝰd 
into the ſame Sufferings: And this naturally 
ſets them on learning what are thoſe Actions 
forbidden by the Laws, that thus expoſe 
Men to Shame; and what thoſe virtuous: 
Courſes, in which Men may walk with fafery, 
And thus are they inſenſibly brought ta cope 
ſider what will be the Conſequences of theit 
Actions, and to endeavour to watch againſt 
their prevailing Paſhons, which is oo ta. 
that thoughtleſs State they were before in; 
and are put upon enquirigg what is virtuous 
and vicious, in order to purſue the former, 
and avoid the latter, which will gradually 
cure them of their Ignorance. 3 
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The Evils indeed, of which Men are directly 
cured hy the Fear of humane Laws, are of the 
groſſer Sort; and a Man may live wholly free 
from any Apprehenſions from the civil Gover- 
nours over him, and yet continue a bad Chri- 
ſtian; ſince the Laws of Men chiefly regard 
thoſe Actions that have a great Influence on 
the Good or Evil of Societies, and at beſt, 
they can only regulate our outward Behavi- 
our: but ſtill it is a great Step towards uni- 


verſal Goodneſs, to be brought to reflect on 


the Conſequences of our Actions, and to be 
throughly ſatisfied that ſome of them are bad, 
and to be avoided; ſince a very little Reflecti- 
on more will ſatisfie us, that others net med- 
dled with by humane Laws, are however in 
themſelves unreaſonable; and t6 all wiſe Men 
ſeandalous. And if we are once come to ſee 
the Deformity of Vice, we ſhall ſoon fee the 
Reaſonableneſs and Beauty of Virtue, the pre- 
ſent Peace and Satisfaction of Mind it is at- 
tended with, and the happy Effects of it here- 
CCC OT SO TO PO 1 
MAnd where we have once learnt to curb 
our Paſſions, and to labour after Virtue, tho? 
beginning from temporal Motives, we have 
ſurmounted the greateſt Difficulty in the way 
of Religion, and may as well continue and 
advance in Virtue, out of Obedience to the 
Will of God, and to obtain his Favour both 
here and hereafter. 7 5 
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It is in a Method ſomewhat. like this, that 


the Reformation of a Sinner F Wholly 


in a religious way. The frſt Beginnings of 
Repentance are uſually owing to ſome Cala- 
mity, or to the deep Impreſſions of Guilt, 
that make Men ſenſible how dreadful a thing 
it is to lye under the Wrath of God; this 
brings them to Reſolutions of Amendment 


for the future, which firſt exert themſelves in 


abſtaining from Evil, and by degrees puſh 
them on to do well, tho? with 85555 Strug- 
Si and Relapſes; till at laſt they come to 
practiſe Virtue out of the Love of God, and 
in hopes of the Happineſs of Heaven. 
And by the Grace of God we may be en- 
gaged in the fame Train of Actions, by ob- 
ſerving the Sufferings, and reflecting on the 
crying Guilt of others, that Men are common- 
ly ſet on by their own Sufferings, and by a 
fenſe of Guilt in themſelves 
But tho' no ſuch general Amendment 


fhould follow in the Simple, from ſeeing the 


Puniſhment. of the Scorner; yet there is. 
that connexion between ſeveral Vices on 
the one hand, and ſeveral Virtues on the o- 
ther, and they either lead to, or are the Foun- 
dation of others of the ſame kind, that the 
breaking or preventing one evil Habit hin- 
ders many others; and the working in. a Man 
one Virtue, brings on, or occaſions others. 


Thus Drunkennefs betrays Men to Quarrel- 
 fomneſs at ſome times, which may end in 


Wound- 
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Wounding or e e Neighbour, 

ac en to Lewdneſs, 
from which they had eſcap'd had they been 
ſober. And all Intemperance occaſions Idle- 
neſs and Expenſiveneſs, which uſually. end in 
Injuftice and Rapine. And Swearing and 


5 Curſing bring on gradually a Contempt of e- 


very thing ſacred. And, on the contrary, 
Sobriety beſt preſerves Chaſtity, and diſpoſes 
Mea to Diligence and Thoughtfalneſs, which 


are the beſt Preſervatives of Juſtice, and good 


general Diſpolitions. to Religion and Virtue. 
So that the effectual deterring a Man from 
one Vice, prevents his being drawn into ſeve- 
ral others; and the frighting him to one 


good Habit, diſpoſes him to receive ſeveral 
others; even where this Terror fixes no deep- 


er, and falls fhort of an univerſal Re- 


I come now to the Third general Head; The 
more eaſie and gentle Way of Improving the 
Wiſe, . e. Inſtruction: When the Wiſe is in- 


ſtructed, he receiveth Rnomledge. 


By Inſtruction here, Solomon underſtands 
all Aſſiſtance. given to others by Words, to- 
wards the Performance of their Duty; not 
only the informing them of the Nature and 
Extent of their Duty, and its Decency, Ne- 


w Ceſſity, and Advantage in general, or what 


they are to do in any particular Caſe, which 
perhaps, becauſe of the intricacy of Circum- 
| ſtances, 


"Mp 


* N 
* 


3 8 


for Reformation of Manners. = 


N * 4 9 * ” 
* 
ane ECL ICI 
. py - 
* 
Nr 


| ſtances, pulling different Ways, may be hard to 
diſcover ; but likewiſe the Encouraging them 
When fearful, the Quickening them when re- 
miſs, the Reproving them when faulty, the 
Applauding them when diligent; and what- 
ever other Arts there are of engaging, retain- 
ing, or animating Men in their Duty, by way 
f Diſcourſe with them. And that this 1s 


this Meaning, will appear, if we conſider the 
+ "Oppoſition here made between the Simple and 


the-Wiſe; the former can be- made the bet- 
ter only by Puniſhments inflicted on Offen- 
ders, the latter by Inſtructions ; the former 
muſt be taught by his Eyes, and ſee the Scor- 
ner puniſh*d; the latter can learn by his Ears, 
when he hears the Diſcourſe of the ha E 
As Solomon, by the wiſe Man, rſtan ds 
the Religious and Virtuous; by receiving 
Knowledge, he means improving im practical 
Wiſdom, or, in other Words, advancing in Vir- 
tue. So that what he lays down is, that tho? 
the good Man has his Failings, his Surpriſes, 
nay, and his Faults too, ſo as ſometimes to be 
drawn into great Sins; yet he retains that true 
Love of Virtue, and ſincere Purpoſe and Reſo- 
lution to perform his Duty, that to ſet him 
right again, or to awaken his Watchfulneſs, he 

ſtands in no need of Puniſhment in himſelf or 
others; but only of a wiſe and faithful Friend, 
to put him in Mind how far he has warp'd 
from his Duty; to ſhew him wherein it hes, 
if he is at a loſs about it; and to remind _ 
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of the great Motives inciting and obliging 
him to perform it: And tho? his Caſe may 
ſometimes require rougher and more plain 
Dealing, at others, bare hints; Reproofs 
and Expoſtulations at ſome Seaſons, as well 
as only gentle Admonitions at others; yet tre 
whole Method of amending him lies within. 
the Compaſs of the Advice of a Friend, with. Þ. 
out calling in the Strokes of an Enemy. And 
under this Head, I ſhall briefly confider how it 
comes to paſs, that the Methods of Reform- 
ing what is amiſs in a wiſe Man, come to be 
ſo gentle and eaſie: And J ſhall only abſerve 
two Rea ſons for it; one is, that he has a pro- 
per Foundation laid in him, that makes him 
capable, and a proper Diſpoſition that makes 
him willing to improve by ſuch eaſie Methods, 
And, Firſt, He has a proper Foundation laid 
in him, that makes him capable of Improving 
by ſuch eaſie Methods. 5 
In all Arts and Sciences, there are ſome ele- 
mentary Inſtructions, which if they be want - 
ing in any Man, *tis in-vain to give him high- 
er Directions and Advice. Now in the Bu- 
ſineſs of Religion, ſome of theſe fundamental 
Notices are, a firm Belief of the Being of God, 
and that He obſerves all our Actions, and will 
one Day call us to an exact Account for them; 
a Conviction of the Neceſſity of following 
Virtue, and ſhunning Vice; and a compe- 
tent Knowledge of the Particulars of our Du- 
ty. It is for believing the contrary of all has, 
| | | | that 


Fon all 
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that the Scorner is almoſt out of all poſſibility” 
of ever Amending; and it is for want of 
being fully inſtructed in, and convinc'd of theſe 
great Truths, that gentler Methods are thrown: 
away upon the Simple, and nothing but ex- 
__ emplaty Puniſhments can work upon him. But 
| withſthe Wiſe*tis far different: Ifupon his doing = 
any thing ill, he is put in Mind that he is ok | 
7 fending God, his firm Perſuaſion that God is Ll 
an Avenger of all Evil, gives the Admonition I 
a force on his Mind. It he is inſtructed in a 
more nice Particular of his Duty, the general 
Knowledge he has of what he is obliged to, 
makes him the more readily take what far- 
J. ther light is offer'd him. In all Pains taken 
| with him, either to inform him, or to ſtir him 
up to Virtue, he has within him proper Prin- 
ciples upon which to reaſon with him, a due 
Knowledge of the Terms of Morality, ſo as 
to underſtand what is ſaid to him; a Skill in 
the eaſier Parts of his Duty, ſo as to make the 
quicker Paſſage to underſtand the harder, and 
his Conſcience ſtill going along with the Re- 
proofs and Admonitions of his Friend, and up- 
braiding him with his former Miſcarriages or 
Negligence. Which leads me to the | 
Second Reaſon for his improving by ſuch eaſie 
Methods; and that is, that he has thoſe proper 
Diſpoſitions in him that make him willing to 
improve. by ſuch gentle Proceedings. IP 
4s the Scorner is reſolutely bent upon grati- 
tying his Luſts, it is no wonder that all Advice 
N C2 - and 
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and Admonition makes no impreſſion on 
him; but the Simple likewiſe are little the. 
better for it, becauſe they ſuffer themſelves 
to be born away by. the Stream of their Paſs 
ſions, and the run of Temptations they meet 
with, without having Courage and Reſoluti- 
on enough to try to withſtand the bent of |. 
their corrupt Defires; and therefore all ſuch. 
- Diſcourſes as would engage them in ſo diffi- 
cult and ungrateful a Work, are diſtaſtful, and 
paſs ynregarded. But the Wiſe, we have ob- 
| ſerved, ſincerely purpoſe to lead a religious 
Life, and muſt therefore be glad of any Aſſiſt- 
ance they can «meet with in their beloved Un- 
%%% in 
In ſome Caſes they find themſelves at a loſs 
for want of knowing their Duty, and tranſ- 
greſs it thro? Ignorance; and how pleaſing . 
muſt it then be to them to meet with one 
that can point out to them the Bounds of Vir- 
tue, within which they car>preſerve themſelves 
unſpotted? At other times they may have. 
loſt out of their Sight the great Aim of their 
Actions, the obtaining the Favour of God, and 
for want of this Mark, have turn'd to croox- 
ed Ways; and what an Obligation muſt they 
then eſteem it, to be reminded of hat they 
in the main endeavour to purſue? They may, 
on ſome Occaſions, be hurry d away by the vi- 
_ olenceof ſome particular Paſſion, and not ob- 
ſerve that they are under its Dominion; and 
what greater Kindneſs can be done them, ac- 
Oo EE. (c cording 
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cording to their oun cool Deſires, than to awa- 
kenthem from their Drowſineſs,and recover chem 
do an aQtive State in Holineſs ? 
And tho'either ſome prevailing Luft, or a 
State of Careleſneſs, may have taken that hold of 
them, that rougher Reproofs and Expoſtulations 
may de neceſſary to bring them back to Virtue; 
yet as they have made Heaven and Holineſs their 
great Choice, to recover them to Goodneſs, no- 
thing is wanting but to recover them to them- 
ſelves, and to their Reaſon; and whatever Diſ- 
| courſes can but bring them to think and reflec © 
on their Ways, muſt likewiſe, thro that general 
good Diſpoſition they have, bring them to cor- 
rect what is amiſs, and to advance in what is right. | 

The more imperfect indeed their Wiſdom is, 
the more Pains muſt be taken with them; but 
ſtill, whilſt they have in them a Principle of true 
Wiſdom, they will always have a Mird fitted 
to improve by Inſtruction. 

Having thus gone through the Heads at fiſt, 
propoſed, I ſhall come now to make ſome Appli- 
cation of what has been ſaid, to the Occaſion of 

this preſent Aſſembly. __ 
Me have ſeen the Advantage Solomon's WY 
Man has for i improving in Virtue, that the In- 
ſtructions of a Friend are, with him, ſufficient to 
the Purpoſe. We have obſerved likewiſe, that the 
wiſe Man with him, is one who is «kilf'd in the 
Truths of Religion, 'who firmly believes them, 
and is by them influenc'd and directed to become 
8 5 Virtuous. We ſhould from thence be en- 

| couraged | 
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couraged to labour after that firm Belief of our 


moſt holy Religion, that Knowledge of its Do- 
ctrines, and that fixt Purpoſe of Living up to its 


Rules, that we may have the Benefit of being ſpi- 


ritually wiſe, and be ſo principled and diſpoſed, as 
to be forwarded in the Ways of Holineſs by the 


gentle Methods of Inſtruction. And out of Cha- 


rity to the Souls of others, we ſhould labour to 
propagate Chriſtian Knowledge among others, 


that they too may be ſet in the Way in which 
they ought to go, and may, by the ſtill Voice of 
Admonition, be kept from turning out of it to 


the right, or to the left. 


But tho the moſt natural and gentle Way of 


making Men wiſe, and improving in Wiſdom, is by 


laſtruction; yet we have ſeen there is a rougher - | 
Method to be uſed, that of Puniſhment, to dif- 


pole ſome Men to admit of Knowledge and Wiſe 
dom. And Solomon ſeems to recommend the 


Scorner as the moſt proper Object of this courſer 
Diſeipline: When the Scorner is puniſß d, the Sim. 
pie is made wiſe. Not that he deſipns to exempt 
the Simple from feeling ſomewhat of it them- 


felves, when he encourages Parents to drive Fool- 


ifhneſs out of the Heart of Children with the Rod 
f Correction, Prov. xxii. 15. and recommends 
4 Rod as very proper for the Back of the Fool, 
Prov. xxvi. 3. but that he eſteemed the Scorner 
moſt to deſerve Puniſhment, and fitteſt, by his 


Sufferings, to deter others from Wickedneſs. 


To this latter Way of Puniſhing Offe nders, in 


order to reclaim them, and frighten others from 


evil 


K 


evil Courſes, have all polite and civiliz d Govern 


ments had recourſe; trying by proper Penalties, 
to oblige Men to diſcharge the great and com- 
mon Duties of Morality, and to reſtrain them 


from open Acts of Profaneneſs and Impiety ; by 
the firſt, ſecuring Peace and Quiet amongſt Men; 


and by the latter, hoping, as far as they could, 


to preſerve in Mens Minds a Reverence to the 
Deity, as the great Band and Support of all Civil 
But tho? Laws are never ſo well deſign d, and 
never fo well calculated for making Men good, 
thro fear of Puniſhment ; yet of themſelves they 
are but a dead Letter, and muſt have their Life 


and Energy from others putting them in Execu- 
tion. The Perſons immediately and principally 
intruſted with this Care, are the ſeveral Magi - 


ſtrates, in their reſpective Poſts and Juriſdictions ; 


but as they cannot ſee every thing with their 
own Eyes, and in many Caſes can take no notice 
of Crimes that are not in a legal Way brought 
before them, they can go no great Length in 


. Suppreſling Profaneneſs and Immorality, where 
private Perſons will not give them their Aſſiſt- 


ance, . both to diſcover and convict Offenders. 


And the Deſign of theſe Societies for the Refor- 


mation of Manners has been, to give the Magi- 


ſtrates this Aſſiſtance they ſtand in need of, to ſup- 


port each other from the Malice and Injuries of 


ſuch wicked Perſons as ſhould ſuffer, or fear Pu- 
niſhm ent for their Vices, and to ſupply the Ex- 
pences that on many Occaſions are neceſſary. to 


bring 
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bring Offenders to Juſtice: The Deſign is of it 
ſelf truly laudable, tending to advance the Glory 
of God, and Obedience to his Commands; to take 
__ -downthepreſumptuous Sinner, and to reform the 
Novice in Wickedneſs, before he grows harden'd 
in his Sins; to advance rhe Peace and Happi- 
neſs of our Nation, which can never be fo well 
ſecured, as by the Piety and Virtue of the Peo- 
ple; to hinder the Ruine of Thouſands of Fami- 
lies, by driving them from evil Courſes; to Indu- 
ſtry in their Callings; and to prevent the Growth 
of Popery, which always ſucceeds beſt with tlie 
Ignorant and Vicious. Theſe are noble Ends to be 
ſerv d, by procuring a general Knowledge of Re- 
ligion, and Amendment of Manners, and which 
ſhould invite all, whoare touch d with a due Senfe 
of Virtue, to ſet their Hand to ſo good a Work 
in their ſeveral Stations; and it will very much 
become all, who join in this Undertaking, ſincere- 
ly to aim at the Honour of God, and the Salva- 
tion of Mens Souls in it, without permitting any 
private Intereſt, or perſonal Reſentment to mix 
with their good Intentions ; for asthe Apoſtle 
obſerves, Jam. i. 20. The Wrath of Mas worketh 
mot the Kighteouſneſs of God: and as the beſt Ju- 
ſtification of their Deſign againſt the Chmours 
of unreaſonable Men, it will be more eſpecially 
proper for them, by their own good Examples 
to lead Men, as well as by putting the Laws in 
Execucion, drive them into the Ways of Holineſs 
and true Righteouſneſs. 10 FEE 38  _ 
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